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THE FIRST ISSUE OF TURKEY, 1863.
SOME FURTHER NOTES. SECRET MARKS.

Iy the third number of ¢ The Record of the Philatelic Students’
Fellowship” I described the general design of the stamps of this
issue. I now propose to deal with the secret marks which appear on
all genuine stamps and which are not necessary portions of the
desion. These marks play an important part in deciding the
genuineness of specimens, for many of the forgeries in other respects
clusely follow the originals, as will be seen from the deseriptions
which follow this note. The position of the marks on each of the
four values is as follows :—

20 PARAS: Black on shades of yellow. Plate 23, Fig. A.

This value was described as having a [rame composed of two
lines, the outer one having a series of alternate long and short lines
projecting from it at right angles, the corners of the frame being
completed by squares.

Tn this case the secret mark takes the form of the lengthening
of the eleventh short line (numbering from the right-hand top corner
along the top of the stamp), so that it passes across the outer line,
and continues until it joins the inner line of the frame. Thig is
shown on the enlarged diagram on Plate 20.

1 PIASTRE : Black on ghades of slate. Plate 28, Fig. B.

In this instance the secret mark takes the form of a pearl, or
Arabic numeral five. In the centre of the stamp, on the shield shape
above the oval eontaining the value, and situated just below the
crescent is found s series of thirteen lines extending upwards from
the oval, forming an inverted fringe. It will be noticed that the sixth,
seventh, and eighth lines (numbering from the left) have been partly
obliterated by this pearl mark, as can be clearly seen on the enlarged
diagram on Plate 20.

It might be here noted that a dot which could be termed a secret
mark appears between the inner line and the centre line of the frame,
opposite the second arc of the corner design, on the top left-hand
side 2-5mm. from the top inner line, as shown on the diagram on
Plate 25.

2 PIASTRES : Black on shades of blue. Plate 24, Fig. C.

The secret mark which here appears immediately above the
cireular scroll containing the value, takes the form of pearl in
outline, and is flanked on either side by the shading lines which
surround the scroll. See the diagram on Plate 20. )

It should be noted that this mark is similar to the one which
appears on the one piastre and is gituated in the same position.

5 PIASTRES: Black on shades of rose. Plate 24, Fig. D.

The secret mark takes the form of a dot found between the two
lines which form part of the border. Its exact position is imme-
diately to the left of the left-hand ‘top :corner ornament (inside the
frame), opposite the junction of the inmer line of border and the
second line (from the top) of the corner design. Thisis made clear
on the dia.gra.m on Plate 20,
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Owing to the indifforent printing these marks are not always as
clear as could be desired, but they are distinctly shown on the proof
impressions, and also appear on the varieties known as the Reversed
Thoughra.

It might not be out of place fo point oub here that the name
Reversed Thoughra is, in fact, & misnomer, for, as will be seen from
the illusération on Plate 20, the whole of the design is reversed, with
the exesption of the control band, which is printed separately from
the rest of the stamp.

The secret mark in this illustration is clearly shown in the
reversed position.

There are numerous other marks that might be termed secret,
bui, in my opinion, those described being constant in all genuine,
stamps, and yet forming no pari of the general design, may be, in
truth, designated secret marks.

ENLARGEMENT OF THOUGHRA
FROM GENUINE STAMP.

&5

CANCELLATION ON FORGERIES:



SOME FORGERIES OF THE ISSUE OF
1863-1865.

Tag first issue of Turkey has been forged to some extent, despite the
fact that both the method of production and the design were very
intricate. The paper employed was of an extremely flimsy nature,
which accounts for their searcity at the present time.

These forgeries are, as a rule, found lithographed in black on
pelure paper, both thin and medium in weight, and of a somewhat
clean and hard surface. This paper appears to have had the colour
required added fo the pulp before making, and it has in no way
impared the franslucent quality. I might here mention that in
appearance the paper closely resembles that of the ten and thirty
silber groschen, 1866 issue of Prussia, which leads me to think that
the forgeries with which we are dealing appeared between 1866-70,
and were of German origin.

The gum used was of two kinds, one colourless, and the other of
a light yellowish tint, and was applied after the stamps had been
lithographed, and in some cases after the forged postmark had been
applied. This operation could not have been simple, judging from
the sabstance of the paper, and this no doubt aceounts for the
forgeries which are found gummed on the face, and sometimes on
both gides.

The forged productions, as a whole, cannot be described othewise
than as good, for in obtaining the general appearance the counter-
feiter has been very successful, and the general collector has need to
be very careful that he does not buy one of these productions.

How closely these resemble the originals may be seen by com-
paring the illustrations of forgeries on Plates 21 and 22 with those of
the originzls on Plates 28 and 24.

The stamps as mentioned above were lithographed, but I am
unable to say how many went to form the sheet, although that they
were not printed foot to foot, as in the common printing of the
originals, is apparent from copies in my collection.

The impressions were so placed on the sheet that there was a
space about 3mm. wide between each at the sides, with one of from
4mm. to S5mm. at the foot, to contain the control band.

The sheet was divided by vertical and horizontal lines, the
verfical ones passing midway between each two impressions, and the
horizontal ones about 8-5mm. from the foot of each stamp, thereby
leaving space for the control band above, and not dividing it into two,
as in the originals.

This control band on examination proves, as a rule, to be a poor
imitation of the original, but it also brings up an interesting point.

The forger, when he set to work to make his reproductions of
these stamps, had apparently only single copies to work from, as on
all the forgeries that I have examined there has not been one which
shows any attempt to give the complete band, which certainly goes to
prove the above.  Single copies of the original show about as much
as has been attempted by the forger.
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For the sake of clearness I do not propose to describe the designs
in detail, but to give at the end in tabular form the most important
parts of each value.

One or two interesting items might be mentioned here applying
to all values.

The Thoughra or Cypher, which forms the ceniral and most
important part of the design after the value, is found to be different
in the stamps of each denomination, as will be seen from the
aceompanying diagrams. It should here be noted that the diagrams
represent the Thoughra as it usually appears, but in the early
printings the two dots or smudges in the centre show as characters.
These forgeries are found with three different obliterations, the most
commmon being in the form of a square 183 18mm., composed of
forty-nine square or circular dots in seven rows of seven. Another
which is frequently met with is the Arabie character Kaf, Cor K, a
diagram of which is here shown. The other takes the form of an
enlargement of the last, with additions.

In conclusion, I desire to record my appreciation of the kindness
of the following gentlemen :—Messrs. H. L. Hayman, A. B. Kay,
M. Z. Kuttner, Ali Rezi, G. Hamilton Smith, and A. Yaremdji, to
whom I am greatly indebted for their assistance. . o b

20 Paras. | Piastre.

I

2 Piastres. 5 Piastres.

FORGED THOUGHRA
SHOWN ON THE FOUR VALUES,



‘[euidrio oty
jo 8u0 pusy-jydur aYy seop

§% 9UIUI JO Ul oY) yonoy
[oIgM  JO Jeyjleu  ‘enyea
JO O[O0 JO esBO WOl Jul
-}BIPBA [[0498 [VUOIUBAUOY)

*JuissIu 4001 10 pue §}1
urawy 3501 ey uo ouo oYY
‘SJUOTIBUIO BPIS JO SUOL)
-guIuwae) ey Aq pauIoq

‘[euIdiio oy uI £B BUI[
88Bq TONO0} J0T B80p YIITA
qurod emuep ® woay Sur |
-§BIPBI 9 3BI[0] [BUOIUSATION

'spasd omg o3ul
udsep oY) epIaIp 0f 8XjUaD
STy Ul BUI[ B JUIABY j0U
ingq ‘[eUISLI0 oY) ur sB Jur |
-3 BIPBIOTRI[0] [BUOTUSATION _

*Lgmmpo
ale anjeA JO BI9)0BABYD 8YY} JeBO]
bue ‘s[pey uoqqur pusy-yFel oy
JO [9g88] ISMO] BYY §BUS.quq ‘suoq
- IA [BUIBIIO Ul §8 papunol
-INS PUB ‘B[ UOHOI] IS[[BTUS B UT

*Saul] 98] JO
pasodwoa £1 JUetnBUIO 411 8T} JO
WIYE UINTH Oy) O[IfA ‘OUl] STUBIE
87} 50GANO0) fJ8[ e U0 JUSWBUIO
atpy jo dog o1y g% yEe[ BT, '1879BX
-8go BIxXe uv uInl eUj U0 puw
‘FUISEIUX JOP B “)J8] 8} UO *8ABY
SOPIF §U SIUSUIBUIO O Ul SPIOM
ul sues oyy os[s ‘(weidwip 998)
peurioy A[1os1I00Ul Juq ‘[UA0 UY

-xemdax pue divygs
00} gouw §1 Suipeys sqy ‘(dnopd
puBy-41e] oIy SUISSIE jop) EpIoM
ap enyvA oyl Jurureuon udmep
enbsequiy pejuro; Aq pegrod
-tns *(epa. *waug.7 X yBIY wwg.g
s perwdwmios  s¥  fCWIWGE.E
XSy wweg.g) [BUISmo  eyy
Ul Ue) I97pRmms A[USis ‘[PAC UV

-aB[nsus L10a Jureq uSsap pusy
-iJ9] OUL SPIOM UL enfeAs oy
30 £doo 100d ® Supurviuco ufisep
anbsoqeiy paywr[oy e Lq epIs goee
o perroddns ST ‘ayBUTULIO) 03 @N[BA
JO 930398 UMOp oY} I0F 95e( PI[OB
O SUIABY [HAQ (B[RO 8I0W Y

[8013I84A JO
puejsur  [wuozNoy Juiey
gj1ed 19718p o1 Jo Suypwys
oy T, <awdxe;  ARYlis
pu®B  ‘sewiy] ISIAWdY JO
pesodmon gng ‘Buidiio sy

‘188 AjU3Ls
ST (USTIBUIO SPI8 PUBY-419]
ex} Juy} jng ‘rewiduio sy

'G5 9¥B[d
‘UOTI0RLP OUWIBS &4 Ul jou
8a% 9J0] oY} UG SJUSLIBUIC
10T100 944 0f soUl] SuIpBUs
eqy jery guq ‘Euldyo sy

peyuzod Sureq jo pwags
-Ul pOpuUROX SI JUITUBLIO
ga8e JO SpuUa (0105 0Ag oy}
Buratol suif oy puw ‘pages
-WOT? 9I0UL 618 B[BAO Oy
‘oUI[ 9T} IPUU 91f) YN0y
10T 80P U] 1Y[NOIL0-1HOS
oT[4 IMq ‘THAO] U [RULBLIO 8V

"91 pus 9T 3391 ‘51 pus
ST eswg ‘AT pum LT 9Udu ‘puigeq
$Tpus g1 ‘doy ey 3% ea se[Fusily
97y JO SIBqWAU AYJ, SuIssIm
jop ayg SurABy jng ‘MBUISIIO UI 88
‘ersnbs B UITA POUSTHY 938 SIOWIOD
e, -ared gove usemyeq Surmoys
pue putyeq peov[d Sureq siSusLy
eull ofuls ®» ‘yows ur srdmery
pres Jo[sws ® JUrABY pue ‘oprs
Aq opre peourd serfueny Jo SeTI98 B
Aurasy eurpaegno sug “yaeds ‘TIU.
sauIf oMy J0 pesodmoo ‘[BuUIdLIo SV

"85 970 'G5 °5Bq ‘45 490
‘6% d04 47— o1B SA[OXID JO I9qUINU
ayg, -speed Lq peysiug Sureq
SIOUI0D O} ‘SO[I[0 JO SOLISE B §I
0} paoryye SUIARY BUI[ 12910 BT}
‘oredw ‘oG, SO 049 ‘TRUISIIO BY

opIs
-no 'urty.87 £q CWG.GE SUIBIf
jo ezig jrede cwmgg. ‘seur|
oA} Jo pesodwod ‘reuriio sy

‘mmg. eull 3401s ‘yidus ur
“TLWAT @UI] BUOTT 'GP MOl ‘8§ e8uq
‘Gp Judm ‘gg doy yy—:exz seuy
Suor jo lequinu ey, ‘saaenbs
A PoURIO] SISTLI00 BT} TIIA ‘SA[FuUE
181 g Surgoafoad seuif groys puw
Auol Butawy ewipaeqno oYy, “jaede
‘WmWp. H8UI[ OMJ ‘TBUISMO SY

‘apIA
wmg. (g £9 Y31q
"wg.gg uSsep
I09%IY ‘98B( 13
enfq u1 pedysid
“OqYIf pusq
101390 *UOB
IO JO SopBYE
poinoroo ‘redwd
jusasdsumvIy
urgy uo peyduerd
et R ke

*501)581q §

*998( 9% pal
up peydeadoyyy
pueq  [01jR0)
*ueexd jo sepvys
peanoyos ‘reded
querBdsuvay
urgy uo poyduid
-ogy  fyomg

SAI)5ReId §

*B5Eq 48 pal
I puBg [0I3U0D
913 j0 SopBUS
peanojoo ‘zeded
jusindsumriyg

urgy wo peydead
-oqyy  fEeEg
‘easeld 1

*(sopBys) pex
ur peydexdoryi]
puBg  [033UON
*(sopBys) moped
peanojoo ‘xeded
juoxvdsusag
uryy wo paydedd
LR L

*5BABI 05

988y 9Y} 99 EIUSWBUID

U[ PRUrBIUOD BO[EA

*doT, 9Y) 98 SUSTUBUIQ

routery Jo uondiessq

‘oo ‘ed4y, ‘aededg
fImojop ‘en[BA




OF THESE NOTES
FIFFY COPIES
HAVE BEEN

PRINTED,
OF WHICH
THIS 1S



PLATE 20

ISSUE OF JANUARY, 1863.

20 PARAS.
REVERSED DESIGN.

SECRET MARKS.

20 PARAS. 1 PIASTRE.




PILATE 21
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PLATE 4.
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PLATE 21

ISSUE OF JANUARY, 1863.

20 PARAS.

GENUINE. FORGERY.

r PLASTRE.

GENUINE. FORGERY.
4
GENUINE. FORGERY.
GENUINE.

@
FORGERY.
>
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GUY T. TURNER.
SYDNEY R. TURNER.



