Airmail from Konstantinopolis'den

Constantinople to Bucharest Bikres’e Hava Postasi
(July-October 1919) (Temmuz-Ekim 1919)

by Alexandre Golinos Alexondre Golinos

The grand headquarters of the Allied Forces to the
East established five airmail lines for the official
service of distributing military post specifically:

gark’taki Mottefik Ordular buyik karargahy, basta
resmi askerl posta dadetim hirmetleninl vermek
uzere, askeri posta dafitimi igin bes hava hath

- Athens-Thessalonica, krmugtu:

- Constantinople- Thessalonica, - Alina-Selank,

- Bucharest-Galati, - Konstantinopolis-Selanik, .
- Buchaiest-Kishinev and « Birkreg-Galani,

- Comstantinople-Bucharest.

The two other alimall lines were not developed any

- Bukres-Kisinev ve .

2
. Il:nn'ilmtln-upulis-ﬂuhﬂ\

further than being planned. These were: Dider iki posta hath | afamasindan dleye
- Theessalonica-Skopje-Nis-Belgrade, and gecemedi, Bunlary
- Conslantinople-Solia-Belgrade - Zagreb-Ljubljana - Selandk-Ushyg @elﬂr&d ve

1o Paris ower Turin- ——— = Konstantinopolis-
Ambiicu. h 1 . Solya-Belgrad-Tagred-

¥ @ Ljubdjanadan Torino-
The only public ' L $ L AN Ambrieu Geerinden
line was the . j o, e Paris'e kadar uzanabilen
line connecting I R e W T e hatlatds,
Constantinople to. | \ S \ e
Bucharest, which | F R \ . . /| Halka agik olan tek hat
was approximately A ® bl S Konstantinopolis ile
so0km long and R Bikreyi baglayan hat
took 4 1o 5 howrs % 4 olup yaklagk olaak 500
1o cover. A lotal of o_\ - %o : knvlik bu gizergahia yol
one hundred flights \ ' Aila § saat sUrQyordu,
were completed on Bu hatta toplamda yiz
this line, i sefer gergeklestinilmigti.
Operated fol 4 {\* & T i 8 Mayrs 1919 tarihinden
olficial post * itibaren resmi posta
slarting from e 1 DR igkn tsletilen bu hat,
8, 1919, this li F ianeeLn — . Konstantinopolis halk
was only available ¥ ° AR _ . tarafindan ise ancak
1o the people of : e LTINS Ot oy | & Temmuz 1919
Constantinople as Al . . taihinden itibaren
of July 8, 1919, | ot - kullandmaya basland.
The last flight on . : o o Bu havayoly hizmetinin
this line was on d U SR RS geigeklestinilen son
October 28, 1919, - e sefieri ise 28 Ekim
Alrmail flights were - e ? 1919 tadiblidi, Posta
conducted twice a S i —— i S2IENICTE DOV i

1. A plan of the Son Stefano fonding area to the west of Mokrikéy (on o scake of 1/60.000) and @
#mﬂmrMMuuﬂmmmrmmqnmrMmmnmmn
car park which enables us to see the whole oreo on o length of 450m x &00m (on o scale of 1/5000),

. Mokrikdy botrndo 300 Stélanc nig salasmun plans { 1/50.000 Sigek) ve $ ugak hongon, bir garing,
k) bara, oradyeler ve otamobillerde ayrilmg tois ok pevinin bulundisdy ofovun 4505600m
phememt soployon detaylt bir plon {1/5000 Skek).



4. The postcard (10c stamp depicting a
woman planting seeds), 1fr additional
tax (Merson-type stamp, regular paper),
the seal dated 24-6-19 that reads
TREASURY AND POST 506 and the seal
that reads AIRMAIL OF THE ALLIED FORCES
TO THE EAST was sent to SANARY on 26-7-
19. " CH.CKED BY MILITARY AUTHORITY 7
(The letter E is missing)

4. Biitiin- kartpostal (tohum serpen
kadin pulu 10c), 1 fr ek vergi (Merson
tipi pul, normal kagit), HAZINE VE POSTA
506 24-6-19 tarihli mihir ve SARKTAKI
MUTTEFIK ORDULARI UCAK POSTASI mihrd,

SANARY 26-7-19,a génderilmis. "’ ASKERi
METKIL 7 tarofimdon KO IROL EDWDY’
SanAsd (W 1arti esik)

CORSTARTINOPLE

da 1’agance Rusae®RUSSAGENT" ‘

INFORMATTON S i

. Monsieur & Directeur

d.u. J2.raal"Petis 1n.¢rg&1"
g A
1
|

5. An envelope posted with a 40c stamp (Second Levelfi ﬁ?&ﬂn ad:t.ronal tax of 1 fr (40c Merson-type stamp +1 fr,

paper for general-purpose consumption), cancelled wi
a seal dated 9-10-19 that reads TREASURY AND POST

abthat reads AIRMAIL OF THE ALLIED FORCES TO THE EAS T,
ﬂﬁ Q[l ts side, addressed to Paris. Censor statement that reads
* C.ECKED BY MILITARY AUTHORITY 4" (The letterH.is missing).

The label that reads "' To be sent by air’ h_wag*’smi&,{dfer (issued in 1920 in order to be posted on letters to be sent by air).

This label bears the photograph of C apfa?ﬁsguﬁgﬁiér. )

SARKTAKI MUTTEFIK ORDULARI UCA

STASI miihrii ile iptal edilmis, kenarinda HAZINE VE POSTA 506 9-10-19 tarihli miihiir,

5. 40c lik pul (2. Kademe) yapistifilm w%émrﬂésm 1 fr ek vergi (Merson tipi pul 40c +1 fr, genel tiiketime yénelik kagit),

Paris adresli " ASKERI YETKILI ? tarafmdan K.NTROL EDILDI " sansiirii (0 harfi eksik).

“ Ucak ile génderilecek etiketirdaha sona yapistinlmus (ucak ile génderilecek mektuplara konmak iizere 1920 yilinda

basrlmrs) Bu etikette Yuﬁasr Guynemer in resmi var.)

stamp fee ofy,

- 10c for postcardsy(Photograph 4),

- 25¢ for letters up to 20 grams,

- 40c for letters between 20-50 grams,

an additional fixed airmail duty of 1fr was also
charged as the French postage stamp fee and the
relevant stamp was affixed. All these postage stamps
were cancelled by affixing a seal that reads "ALLIED
ARMIES TO THE EAST/AIRMAIL”, which was circled in
black ink.

The French authorities only agreed to carry letters of
the Ottoman Postal Service towards the end of this
service! These rare letters bore the Ottoman stamps.

Savaslan nin 100, Yih Ul

1 frhik sabit bir ek hava vergisinin de damgalanmasi

gerekiyordu. Bitin bu posta pullan siyah mirekkeple
cercevelenmis “SARKTAKI MUTTEFIK ORDULARI/HAVA
POSTASI” mihri basiimak suretiyle iptal edilirdi.

Fransiz yetkililer, Osmanli Postasi,na yénelik
mektuplann da tasinmasini ancak bu hizmetin son
dénemine dogru kabul ettiler! Bu nadir mektuplar
Osmanh pullan tasiyorlardi. Birinci kademe basit bir
mektubun Ocreti 3pi, ek hava vergisi ise 12 pi idi.
(resim 6).

Konstantinopolis,ten diger tlkelere cikis yapan tim

mektuplar Fransiz ve ingiliz sanstrtne tabiydi. Ucak
postasl, sansir slresini sadece bu hizmet icin Ekim

slararast Pul Sergisi



6. An exceptional envelope, delivered to
the Ottoman Post Office at PERA BUYUK
CADDE (16-10-1335), 5pi 1916 (an
asterisk attached) and 10 pi 1917 (dark
green), sent by air (regular letter 3 pi +
additional air tax of 12 pi), a seal dated
16-10-19 that reads TREASURY AND POST
506 and a seal that reads ALLIED FORCES
TO THE EAST AIRMAIL, addressed to Paris.
Censor statement that reads " C.ECKED BY
MILITARY AUTHORITY 4" (The letter H is
missing).

This is one of the rare letters posted with
an Ottoman postage stamp.

6. Istisnai bir zarf, Osmanli Posta Ofisi’ne, PERA BUYUK CADDE (16-10-1335) adresine teslim edilp
pi 1917 (koyu yesil), ucak ile gonderilmis (basit bir mektup 3 pi +ucak ek vergisi 12 pi), HAZI'& VE

POSTA 506 16-10-19 tarihli

mihir ve SARKTAKI MUTTEFIK ORDULARI UCAK POSTASI miihrii, Paris adresli.
" ASKERI YETKILI 4 tarafindan K.NTROL EDILDI*" sansiirii (0 harfi eksik).
0smanli posta pulu yapistirilmis ender mektuplardan biri.

The fee for a first-level simple letter was 3pi and the ~ 1919 t%ﬁe@;r uzatan Fransizlar tarafindan
e 1

additional airmail duty was 12pi. (Photograph 6). ko

All letters outgoing from Constantinople were subject ¢ Askerimektuplar Havayolu Hizmeti tarafindan
to censorship by the French and the British. The \ ul edilmezlerdi. Posta tcretinden muaf olarak
airmail was checked by the French who extended onderilen mektuplar yalnizca Konstantinopolis, teki
the duration of censorship exclusively for this s i@ 509. Ucak Filosunun pilotlarina ait mektuplardi. Mor
until October 1919! murekkepli Havayolu Hizmeti mihrinii tasiyan bu

. @ mektuplardan cok az sayida bulunmaktadir (resim 7).

Military mail was not accepted by t A]‘&’ rvice. -
Letters that are exempt from postal f e only Donis hattinda Biikres,ten Konstantinopolis,e sivil

those that belonged to the pilots of the 509th Air mektup gonderimi ise ancak 7 Eylul 1919 tarihinden
Fleet at Constantinople. Thequlber of these letters itibaren kabul edilmisti. (resim 8). 526 Posta Bolgesi

bearing the Airmail Service
limited (Photograph 7)* {

rple ink is very ~ Burosuna teslim edilmis olan bu mektuplar kayiptir.

7. One of the exceptional envelopes belonging to the military,
sent to a First Lieutenant of the British Air Force in Bucharest,
a manual inscription that reads ” by the French Air Force ”.
The seal that reads AIRMAIL OF THE ALLIED FORCES TO THE EAST
in purple ink, most possibly affixed by Captain Bladiniéres. It
includes no postage date or stamp.

7. Askeriyeye ait istisnai zarflardan, Biikres’te ingiliz Havacilik
Servisi Ustegmenine génderilmis, elle ” Fransiz Havacilik
Araciligiyla” yazilmis. Biiyiik bir olasilikla Yiizbasi Bladiniéres
tarafindan basilmis mor renkli SARKTAKI MUTTEFIK ORDULARI
UCAK POSTASI miihrii. Herhangi bir posta tarihi ya da damgasi
bulunmuyor.

min 100. Yil Ulustararasi Pul Sergisi
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8. An announcement stating that the return
line service from Bucharest to Constantinople
had started as of September 9th Size: 481 x
327mm.

8. Bikres' ten Konstantinopolis'e 9 Eyliil
tarihinden itibaren dénis posta hizmetinin
basladigini belirten duyuru.

Boyut: 481 x 327 mm.

On the return line, it was only possible
to send a civil letter from Bucharest

to Constantinople as of September 7,
1919. (Photograph 8). These letters
that are delivered to the Office of the
526th Postal Region are lost.

Although we have knowledge of

the existence of some specimens of
the “Airmail Stamp’” trials worth 2fr,
which are issued by “A.0. French Air
Force” that reads POSTED BY AIRMAIL
FROM THE EAST IN 1918, these were
actually never issued. A French airgfaf
flies over the coastline of Asia Mi
against the Aegean Sea, Greece and the Adriatic Sea
where the sun is already sétting. (Photograph 9).

Uzerinde SARKTAN 1918 YILINDA UCAK iLE
POSTALANDI ibaresini tasityan ~“A.0. Fransiz
Havacihgr tarafindan yayinlanan” 2 frlik “Ucak
Pulu” denemelerinden birkac numune bulundugunu
bilmekle beraber bunlar hicbir zaman basilmig
deqildir. Bir Fransiz ucagi, ginesin battigi Ege Denizi,
Yunanistan, Adriyatik Denizi'ne karsi Kiiciik Asya
kiyilan iizerinde sizilmekte. (resim 9).

9. The Eastern Army French Air Force Airmail Stamp Trial.
9. Sark Ordusu Fransiz Havaalik ucak pulu denemesi.
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34 100th Anniversary of Canakkale Wars Intemnational Stamp Exhibilion / Canakkale Savaslar nin 100. Yili Uluslararast Pul Sergisi



EVI&A®TON PRANCAISA,

COURRIGZR
CONSPTANTINOPLEA<BUCAREZST,

POBRTAL ARRISESEH,

S B B8 B e

L% sviom postel du I5 dofit, psrti & 6 houres de Sun- Stéfano g

sgt arrive b Bucsrest & IOh B5OY,-(Message .5, en dete du IS Zout}

week (Monday and Thursday) to the European side of
Constantinople (Photograph 1) with Bréquet aircrafts
of the 509th Air Fleet at San Stefano landing area.
The person responsible for this airmail line

was Captain Bladiniéres.

Civil correspondence could either
be delivered to the office in

the 506th Postal Region

at Galata or to 5068 pre
-its annex- building g

at Stamboul . \

(The Historic

Peninsula)_ We Erp , GREGOIRE WA T LOFFR, T4ftilds
have knowledge Golovinsky, 24

of only one

2. A notification announcing the
sending and delivery of a mail
dated August 15, 1919, the route of
which was completed in four and a
half hours. The rectangular stamp
of the service of Captain Bladiniéres
and the oval seal of the Captain
himself.

2. Giizergahi dért bucuk saatte
tamamlanan 15 Agustos 1919 tarihli
postanin gelis ve gidisini duyuran
bildirim. Yiizbasi Bladiniéres
tarafindan kullanifan servise ait
dikddrtgemdam@a ile yizbasiya ait
oval damgg.

kere (Pazartesi ve Pegsembe gunleri) San Stéfano inis
sahasinda yer alap 509. Ucak Filosu'na ait Bréguet tipi
ucaklarla Konstafitinop®lis'in Avrupa yakasina (resim
1) gerceklestisiliyordu. Bu hava hattindan sorumlu
kisi, YizbasiBladinieres idi.

_ Sivil yazismalar ya Galata,daki 506. Posta
" Bolgesi,ndeki ofise ya da onun ek binasi

_Konstantinopolis haricinde bir
,_-_‘.;\ sehirden gonderilen tek bir
|} mektup biliyoruz. (resim 3)

¢ olan Stamboul (Tarihi Yarnimada) 506B
\\ binasina teslim edilebiliyordu.
FSTVONVEL @ 21804 HYVL

Havayolu araciligiyla
gonderilmek Gzere

letter sent from

Tocrecst, Lot [Juezrecd

kartpostallar ve 50 grama

a city other than
Constantinople.
(Photograph 3)

Postcards and |
private letters v
up to 50 grams |
were received for ||
dispatch by airmail. ]
In addition to a )

—
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kadar adirhktaki ozel

- | mektuplar kabul ediliyordu.

- Kartpostallar icin 10c¢

(resim 4),

- 20 grama kadar olan

| mektuplar icin 25¢,

- 20-50 gram arasi mektuplar
icin 40c¢ tutanindaki pul
Gcretinin yani sira Fransiz
posta pulu olarak 6denen

L-TED

3. An envelope posted with a 25¢ stamp depicting a woman
planting seeds (First Level), cancelled with a seal that reads
TREASURY AND POST 506, dated 22-9-19, additional tax of 1 fr
(2x50c Merson-type stamp), cancelled with a seal that reads
AIRMAIL OF THE ALLIED FORCES TO THE EAST. It was sent to
LONDON on 0OCT.1.19. It is worth noting that the sender wrote
’by the French Military Post” (with a typewriter) on the back
of the envelope and "’ by Airmail over Bucharest” on the front
of it. This letter was sent by sea (to Constantinople), by air
(from Constantinople to Bucharest), and by rail and sea (from
Bucharest to the English Channel)!

This is the only specimen sent by Airmail out of Constantinople.

3. 25c tutarinda tohum serpen kadin pulu yapistinlmis zarf
(1.Kademe) HAZINE VE POSTA 506 22-9-19 tarihli mihir ile
iptal edilmis, 1 fr tutarindaki ek vergi (2x50c Merson tipi pul),
SARKTAKI MUTTEFIK ORDULARI UCAK POSTASI miihrii ile iptal
edilmis. LONDON 0CT.1.19 a génderilmis. Burada géndericinin
zarfin arka yiiziine ” Fransiz Askeri Postasi tarafindan” (daktilo
ile) ve én yiiziine ” Biikres tizerinden Ucak Postasi ile’” yazdigini
belirtmek gerekir. Bu mektup (Konstantinopolis e kadar)

gemi ile, (Konstantinopolis' ten Biikres' e) ucak ile, (Biikres ten
Mans’a kadar) tren ile ve gemi ile gonderilmis!

Konstantinopolis disinda Ucak Postasini kullandigi bilinen
tek érnek.





